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Main Ideas:

--God is expressed in the Trinity as a community; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are separate, yet indwell each 
other and revolve together in an eternal communion of love.  This relationship of the Godhead is described as 
a divine dance (often using the Greek term perichoresis, which means co-indwelling, co-inhering, and mutual 
interpenetration).  

--When Christ became human he adopted all of humanity into the relationship of the Trinity.  Jesus Christ and 
humanity are both intertwined and identified with each other.  Through this corporate identification with the 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, all humans are included in God’s triune life and love.  In this 
way Jesus accomplishes the Father’s eternal dream for our adoption.

--Therefore all human beings are saved through Jesus’ life and that occurred while they were still powerless 
and sinners. Salvation is not a personal transaction dependent on repentance and faith; the sins of humanity 
are collectively and unconditionally forgiven and reconciled at the cross.  Consequently, God and human 
beings are not separated because of sin; the only separation is in their wrong perception of God’s view of 
them.  Every person is already a child of God and loved by Him. 

--In other words, all humanity is objectively redeemed by what Jesus Christ has done.  To proclaim the gospel 
is to tell others that they are already in union with Jesus; this realization will allow them to subjectively 
experience God’s love and then embrace thankfulness for their already-existing redemption.

-- Salvation includes the deliverance of the entire creation from the bondage of sin and death.  Creation will be
fully redeemed and join the Trinitarian dance. Because Jesus created everything and everything inheres in 
him, all of creation was crucified and resurrected with him.  

--So in Christ humanity perfectly bears the image of God, and in union with Christ humanity is also included in 
the relationship Christ has with the Father.  The larger purpose of the Father, Son, and Spirit for humanity is 



not just deliverance from sin but exaltation into the very Trinitarian life of God, sharing its essence as well as 
image.

Quotes from Trinitarian Teachers:

This gospel we proclaim isn’t a message of what can be but is the good news of what already is in Jesus Christ. 
We don’t bring a sales pitch to an unbelieving world.    

                                           --Steve McVey from Beyond An Angry God

                                                                                            

The Spirit’s passion is to bring his anointing of Jesus to full and personal and abiding expression in us as unique
persons, and not only in us personally, but in our relationship with the Father in Jesus, and in our relationships
with one another, and indeed with all creation, until the whole cosmos is a living sacrament of the great dance
of the Triune God.

                   --C. Baxter Kruger, The Trinitarian Vision

                                                                                                                           

Centering everything on Christ changes all our other doctrines. Consider the doctrine of predestination for 
instance. It’s not about God choosing some people and rejecting others. Christ is both the Elector and the 
Elected. Jesus is God’s predestined choice for all of mankind.

                      --John Crowder, What on Earth is Trinitarian Theology

                                                                                         

Objectively, all people, past, present and future, are justified already; all are sanctified; all are reconciled in 
Jesus in and through what he has done as their representative and substitute. In Jesus, objectively, the old self
has already passed away; in him, objectively, we are already the new humanity, represented as such by him 
before and with God.

                                --Grace Communion International, A Brief Introduction to Trinitarian Theology

Yet because the love of the Lover and the Beloved cannot be contained, God creates us to be co-lovers with 
him.  That is, God expands the circle to include us mere mortals within the circle of his knowing of himself.

                                                   --Darrell W. Johnson, Experiencing the Trinity
        

                                                                                                                          
I am and I am not a universalist.  I am one if you are talking about what God in Christ has done to save the 
world. The Lamb of God has not taken away the sins of some — of only the good, or the cooperative, or the 
select few who can manage to get their act together and die as perfect peaches. He has taken away the sins of
the world — of every last being in it — and he has dropped them down the black hole of Jesus’ death. On the 



cross, he has shut up forever on the subject of guilt: “There is therefore now no condemnation. . . .” All human
beings, at all times and places, are home free whether they know it or not, feel it or not, believe it or not.

                                                                  
                           --Robert Capon


