
Basic Principles of Law and Gospel 

Subject to future revisions. 

Thesis: please note, this is a proposition of basic building blocks that will need fine 

adjustments by the collective efforts of God's people. It must be a laity effort, though 

input by the credentialed will be considered on its merit.   

The Old Covenant was a covenant of which the whole world was under, and which all sin 

is imputed to. Christ came to redeem His people from that covenant. Christ Himself was 

born into this covenant and came to redeem God's people from it.  

Hence, this covenant is also a will affected by a death, that of Christ. Believers under the 

Old Covenant inherited their full sonship into Gods' family.  

However, this does not mean that OT believers were not born again...they certainly were 

and were righteous as a state of being. How? By believing the promises of God and 

receiving the word of God implanted in their souls. This is the new birth.  

Believers were not taken from the place of the dead, "paradise," until Christ died to 

redeem His brothers from the OC. They were then taken home as the full recipients of 

God's sonship. 

There are many redemptions in the Bible. The redemption of mankind, the redemption of 

God's people from the slavery of the OC (when in Egypt under slavery, were they still 

God's people?), and the redemption of the body.  

Circumcision and John's baptism signified the new birth via the engrafted word of God. 

The baptism of the Spirit is different. The baptism of the Spirit baptized Jews and 

Gentiles into one body. In fact, the NC baptism of the Spirit makes everything one body. 

That's a whole study in and of itself concerning gender and race.  

However, for all practical purposes, those saved under the NC are saved by the baptism 

of the Spirit. For all practical purposes under the NC, the baptism of the Spirit and the 

new birth are the same thing. A person saved under the NC receives the implanted word 

and is baptized into one body of Jews and Gentiles.   

Also, the rest of the world is still under the OC which is "passing away," but is still in 

affect and all sins are still imputed to it.   

  

 


